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Background 
Yei Teacher Training College (YTTC) has been training primary school teachers since 

2001. This has been possible largely because of the support the College is getting from 

its partners and stakeholders. Hudson Memorial Fund has recently also partnered with 

YTTC to sponsor two students; offering them full scholarships. Monica Alual William 

Chut and Kharibino Mayom Mapuor are the beneficiaries of the Hudson Memorial 

Fund scholarship. 

 

This report thus highlights the lives of Monica and Kharibino, from their arrival in 

February to June 2013. This report 

also includes the students’ own 

assessments of their life in YTTC, 

achievements and challenges thus far, 

from their own lenses and in their 

own words. 

 

The academic year began in February 

2013. The students sat for End of 

Term I Examinations in April and 

May 2013. However, at the time of   

writing this report the results were 

inconclusive. This will be sent later as 

Monica and William stand beneath the flag poles       soon as it has been passed by the    

        Academic Committee. 

             

Monica Alual William Chut 
Monica comes across as a shy, quiet and composed young 

woman. She is soft-spoken, full of smiles and kind words for 

people. Although she demonstrates seriousness and hard 

work, Monica’s shyness is not good for the class as 

participation would have a positive impact in her learning at 

the College. She seems to have a low self-esteem as she only 

expresses herself to close friends. 

 

Monica portrays difficulty in written English, but she speaks 

well. It is my suspicion that this is what is preventing her 

from active participation in class. 
 

Monica Alual 
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In my own words 

Greetings to you in America. 

 

I am very happy to write to you to express my gratitude for the scholarship I am now 

benefiting from. 

 

Yei Teacher Training College is a good institution for learning, with highly qualified 

and experienced tutors and staff. The female students have a brand new dormitory and 

I am very excited to be a first-time resident. The rooms are spacious and well planned. 

I am in a room with only one other student. The dormitory is called Harriet Memorial 

House, named in the memory of the College Principal’s late wife. For now it is my 

home away from home. 

 

I am enjoying my training here. Everything I am learning now will go into helping the 

development of my community and nation, South Sudan. 

 

The challenges I face are related to the high cost of items in the market, including 

stationery, and transport fare back home, which is expensive. I would like to go home 

every holiday to see my family, 

which means three times a 

year. 

 

One of my wishes in the future 

is not to stop here but continue 

furthering my education; and 

maybe one day visit America. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity. 

 

Monica Alual 
 

Harriet Memorial House, Monica’s home away from home  
 

 

Kharibino Mayom Mapuor 

Kharibino has been described by his mentor as a 

quiet, humble, serious and peace loving student. 

His introvert personality commands respect from 

fellow students. Even though he keeps a low 

profile, Kharibino is extremely hard working. He 

takes initiative to work without being asked and 

when given a task, does it to completion and 

satisfaction. The staff have commended him for 

being self-driven and good natured. 

 

 
 

 
Kharibino Mayom 
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In my own words 

Warm greetings to all Americans and good people at Hudson Memorial and the 

Presbyterian Church in the name of the Lord. 

 

I thank God for creating in the American people the wish to help other nations through 

education and other programmes. I especially thank God for Hudson Memorial Fund. 

I am excited and happy to have your support in my spiritual, mental and social growth 

and development in Yei Teacher Training College. I thank, appreciate and recognise 

the scholarship you have offered me; may God bless you. 

 

Yei Teacher Training College is a good institution for learning, with good 

accommodation and qualified tutors. I like being here in the College, learning a lot of 

skills and gaining experiences I would not have gained anywhere else. I am acquiring 

skills in computer, gaining knowledge from the Bible during bible study every 

Thursday, agricultural skills and many others. 

 

A brief story of my life 

My father was called Mapuor. He died when I was only one. My mother is called Ding. 

Together, my parents had four children, all boys, so I have no sisters. According to our 

culture, the Dinka; girls are a source of wealth. If you are born with a sister you will 

enjoy life. 

 

Life was difficult when we were young, although my mother was a strong and active 

woman, and managed to put me in school. She used to brew local alcohol so as to 

support my education. When I completed secondary school I knew that was the end of 

my education because there was no way mother was going to afford university tuition. 

So I thought there was no chance for me to further my studies beyond secondary 

education. But I also knew that with God nothing is impossible, so I started praying for 

a chance to study further than secondary school. While I was praying, I decided to help 

in Maleng-Agok Primary School. I volunteered for two years. For the two years of 

honesty, commitment and service to my community, God answered my prayer. That is 

why I am here today in Yei Teacher Training College. 

 

My vision and motto is to develop my full potential through education by obtaining a 

diploma or degree in education, if God wills. My second motto is to change my 

community by giving quality education to children and improve the life of my mother 

and brothers. I want to reflect what has been done to me by also doing good to others. 

 

As your scholar, I have challenges in my studies. I am lacking learning materials and 

the travel stipend is not enough because transport fare back home is so high and the 

College has three terms with three holiday breaks. Approximately it costs up to 

US$200 just for transport per term. I hope you will continue to support my education 

and that some of these challenges can be addressed. 

 

I know that one can experience good life if God is the head; so I put Him first. 

 

May God be with you forever. 

 

Kharibino Mayom Mapuor. 
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The Students’ Life in the College 
With my interaction with all students, they report that life in the College is fulfilling. 

They have all sorts of academic and recreational activities to benefit from. Besides 

from the Library and tutors who are always willing to help any student, the students 

have sports facilities like a football ground, netball and volleyball courts, internet in the 

Computer Laboratory, digital 

satellite television (DSTV), music 

equipment (guitars, trumpets, 

drums, keyboards, etc) at their 

disposal. The most important 

thing though is that the students 

are happy and love each other. A 

visitor just has to come and walk 

through the compound to see for 

themselves the type of life the 

students are living. Sponsored 

students in particular, over the 

years, have been exceptional. 

Perhaps the long years of conflict 

Kharibino in class     and deprivation has made them 

       realise just how blessed they are to 

have people out there willing to support them in their quest for knowledge and building 

this new nation – South Sudan. 

 

Taught Disciplines 
The following disciplines are taught at YTTC: 

 Foundations of Teacher Education. 

 Special Needs Education. 

 General Methods. 

 English Language Education. 

 Social Studies Education. 

 Integrated Science Education. 

 Mathematics Education. 

 Religious Education. 

 Performing Arts (Music, Dance and Drama) Education. 

 Physical and Sports Education. 

 Integrated Production Skills. 

 Early Childhood Development. 

 Kiswahili Education. 

 Local Language Education. 

 Agriculture Education. 

 Information and Communications Technology. 

 School Practice. 

 

In addition to classroom teaching, students have practical sessions to transfer theory 

from class to practice. One of these is in Agriculture Education. Students dig and 

prepare the land for cultivation of various crops, including cabbages, carrots, 

aubergines, lady fingers, green paper, maize and various local vegetables. 
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Besides agriculture, 

Yei Teacher              

Training College has 

a lot of extracurricular 

activities that student 

all take part in. There 

are clubs and 

activities such as 

Debate; Journalism; 

Music, Dance and 

Drama; Morale 

Boosters 

(Cheerleading); 

Environment, 

Scripture Union; and 

Environment. 

 

Challenges           Monica (with raised hoe) and her classmates preparing land for maize 
Generally, cases of 

illnesses like Malaria are common, that is why the College has a, resident professional 

nurse attending to the health needs of students and staff twenty four hours a day. 

Regardless, Monica seems to be in poor health. She has many times suffered from ear 

problems. 

 

Conclusion 
Through coordinators like Dr. Barclay, the College Management would like to extend 

its gratitude to the Hudson Memorial Fund, the congregations and/or individuals who 

have so generously given to support the students and College. The training you are 

sponsoring Monica and Kharibino in is for a lifetime. May the name of the Living God 

be praised, may He continue to replenish and multiply threefold what you give. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to invite you to the College and to South Sudan, to 

see what is happening here, and visit the world’s youngest nation. 

 

Recommendations 
All sponsored students get their allowances in South Sudanese Pounds, regardless of 

what currency the money is sent in, using official bank rates. It is recommended for 

sponsoring agencies to enter into written and signed agreements with students at the 

beginning of each year, so that students know what they are being offered and later 

complaints and demands for the United States currency may not arise. 

 

 

Report written by Suzan Voga, 

Deputy Principal for Academics, YTTC 

Email: dpacademics@yeittc.org 

nyavoga@yahoo.com 

suzanvoga@googlemail.com 

Telephone: +211 955 191 802 

+211 977 118 309 

Website: www.yeittc.org 
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