the

weekly

Window

March 4, 2022

Out to the life and ministry of Hudson Memorial Presbyterian Church (USA)

LENT

Lent 2022:

Create & Restore a Free Spirit!
“Lent” comes from an old English word for springtime,
perhaps connected with the lengthening of days in this
time of the year in the Northern Hemisphere. The season
of Lent is a time for growth in faith—through prayer,
spiritual discipline, and self-examination in preparation
for the commemoration of the dying and rising of the
Lord Jesus Christ. - Book of Common Worship (2018)

Lent Services
of Evening Prayer
Wednesdays | March 9 - April 3

Simple Supper: 6:00pm in WH North
Service: 6:30pm in the Chapel/Parlor
Hosted by our Deacons, these are simple, reflective
services that include scripture, liturgy, several forms of
prayer, and the opportunity to be anointed with oil (with
Covid precautions) for yourself or on behalf of someone
else. Anointing is a sacred rite of the church affirming
that healing in body, mind and spirit comes in many
ways. The service will conclude with the celebration of
the Lord’s Supper.
The simple supper before the service is at no cost.

COVID-19 POLICY

Hudson to Shift
to Mask Optional
Monday, March 7th

Dear Hudson Friends,
After a time of discernment, on
February 28th, the Session, Hudson’s
leadership board, decided to go "mask
optional” on our campus beginning
Monday, March 7th. They also decided to update our
policy to allow eating and drinking in the building.
Throughout the pandemic, the Session has been advised
by a COVID-19 Sub Team and has discerned policy when
requested by various ministry teams within the church.
As we continue to adjust and make changes related
to COVID-19, I encourage you to be a welcoming
congregation: Welcoming to those who choose to
continue to wear masks and welcoming to those who
choose not to. We all will handle this shift in different
ways and we ask God to give us the grace to be a loving
people as we make these changes.
It is interesting that this shift is happening just as we
begin the season of Lent. As the Presbyterian Book
of Common Worship says, “Lent is a time for growth
in faith...” Many of us, through the years, have made
adjustments to our life and spiritual practices during Lent.
As we make changes to our masking policy and how we
can be together in the building, may we see our common
humanity through the lens of Christ.
		

With Care,
Mac Schafer, Pastor
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LENT

Devotionals
We have a wonderful selection
of devotionals for all ages this
Lent season. Adults will be using
Return to Me by Vibrant Church
Communications. These will be
available at Sanctuary and church
entrances. You can find a digital
version here or on the homepage of
the church website. Use the prompts
in
this devotional as a guide in a daily
practice of seeking God. Let this
practice of seeking and connection
empower you to love and serve your
neighbor.
Children will be using The Cross & Me and Youth will
be focusing on a collection of different texts provided by
youth leaders.

Lenten Hymn
Our hymn for Lent will be hymn #423 "Create In Me A
Clean Heart, O God" which is based on Psalm 51:10-12.

Liturgical Arts

"Good News"
Lenten Sermon Series
Throughout Lent, Pastor Mac will be preaching a
sermon series called “Good News”. We are in a time
and place where we are so hungry for some relief and
restoration. Our scriptures have lots of Good News that
can help to build us up and strengthen us. It is our hope
that these Biblical stories will restore and free the spirit
within us as we move into Spring together.

Adult Faith Formation
Conversations for Lent
Sunday mornings at 9:30am in WH South
March 20 & March 27
April 3 & April 10

Friday Morning Labyrinth Walks for Lent
with Pastor Mac
Beginning Friday, March 11th at 7:30 am, Pastor Mac
will offer guided labyrinth walks at various labyrinths
around the city of Raleigh for the season of Lent. Our
faith is spiritual, mental and PHYSICAL. These walks
will allow space and guidance for silent reflection.
Our first walk will be on the Hudson labyrinth, then in
following weeks we will move to other labyrinths in
town. If you have questions, contact Pastor Mac.

You will see window panes in the Narthex (back of the
sanctuary) and in the Chancel area of the Sanctuary.
During Lent and Holy Week, you are welcomed to grab
a marker (specifically for writing on glass) and write
directly on the glass either a prayer of repentance or
Palm Sunday - April 10
something you wish to release from your heart or your
10:30am Worship - Sanctuary
patterns. Please do not
sign your name -- These
are to be anonymous.
Maundy Thursday - April 14
This is a participatory
Tenebrae & Communion Service - 7:00pm - Sanctuary
element of worship
(before or after) so
Good Friday - April 15
please do feel free to
Noon - Hudson Sanctuary
use this opportunity of
communal confession
Easter - April 17 - Ecumenical Sunrise Service
and repentance. These
7:00 am - Diab Amphitheater at St Timothy’s School
windows will also be
available during the
9:00am & 10:30am - Hudson Sanctuary
week.

Holy Week Schedule
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MISSION

MEMORIALS

Special Offering for March

To The Church
Triumphant

Our Special offering for March is for the General
Mission Fund. These funds will be used at the discretion
of the Mission Committee and will enable us to expand
our outreach into the community.
You may place your donation in the offering plate, mail
it, donate online or text to give. Here is how to text to
give: Text donation amount with the word “GenMission”
to 888-906-0744 (Example: 25 genmission).

C.R. Dolby

HMPC General Mission Fund

Volunteer at the Food Bank
The Mission Committee has
scheduled designated times for
HMPC as part of our commitment to
the Food Bank. We have set up two
standing monthly volunteer shifts:
the second Wednesday evening from
6:00-8:00pm and the third Saturday
morning from 9:00am-12:00pm.
Use the link below to see the dates
we will be working and to sign up
to participate. The Food Bank does
require that volunteers be masked
inside the warehouse.
Youth ages 12-16 may volunteer with a parent, over 16
do not need a parent in attendance. Youth may be able to
count these as service hours.
Please contact Beth Billman, with any questions.

Tend My Sheep

The Green Chair Project
The Tend My Sheep collection for March is for The
Green Chair Project. We will be collecting items needed
to set up a bathroom in a new home. We would like new
towels, shower curtain with liner and rings, bath rugs
and other bath accessories. The Green Chair Project uses
“essential furnishings donated by our community to help
neighbors in need facing challenges of homelessness,
crisis or disaster. Lives change when families or
individuals are nurtured and sustained in well-equipped
homes.”

Longtime Hudson member, C.R. Dolby, entered God’s
everlasting kingdom on Wednesday, February 23, 2022.
C.R.'s memorial service will
be held in the Sanctuary
of Hudson Memorial on
Saturday, March 19, 2022 at
2:00 pm. The family will greet
friends following the service.
Please keep C.R.'s family in
your prayers. Thanks be to
God for C.R.

Lucy Rhame
Lucy Rhame entered God’s everlasting kingdom on
Wednesday, March 2, 2022. Lucy was a member of
Hudson for many years.
Lucy's memorial service
will be held in the
Sanctuary of Hudson
Memorial on Saturday,
April 2 at 3:00 pm. In
lieu of flowers, the family
requests that memorials be
given to Raleigh Rescue
Mission and the HMPC
Deacons Ministry.
Please keep Lucy's family in your prayers. Thanks be to
God for Lucy.

INQUIRER'S CLASS

Inquirers' Class
The Inquirers' Class, for those interested in membership,
will be held early afternoon on Sunday, March 13th.
The class covers what it means to be a Christian, a
Presbyterian, and a member of Hudson Memorial. New
Member Information Forms are available here. Contact
Debbie Kirk with any questions.
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FAITH FORMATION

The Gathering

Sunday Mornings | 9:30 -10:20am

WH South
Exploring a Hunch Through the Lens of Faith
Here’s the Deal: Led by Rev Jimmy Hulsey
Through March 13
All are invited to explore a hunch: that we Christians
have known God’s special care throughout our lives, and
we are also troubled by so much that seems wrong in the
world. In short, we are curious about what God is up to.
The image I have in mind for this study is a magnifying
glass. Let’s look through
the lens of our faith to
see more clearly how
God cares for us and how
God’s heart beats with a
suffering world.

WH North
Parables from the Back Side
Led by Gil Graybill, John James, John Oldenburg,
and Fred Woodward
Through Mid-spring
“Ponderings” is a conversation all
are welcome to join any Sunday,
no preparation needed. We use
scripture, commentaries, and current
events to frame our discussions.
Gil Graybil, John James, John
Oldenburg, and Fred Woodward
facilitate the group. We’ll begin
2022 with the book Parables from
the Back Side, Bible Stories with
a Twist, in which J. Ellsworth
Kalas offers fresh insight into 12 of Jesus’ parables by
considering them from the perspective of a minor or
unsympathetic character. We hope you will explore
them with us.
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Waking Up With The Word
Tuesday, March 8 | 6:30am | WH Patio
All men are invited to join this group on the WH Patio
for scripture reflection, discussion, fellowship and
coffee. The group uses an ancient Bible study process
called Lectio Divina. We look at the passage that will be
preached on the upcoming Sunday.
The study revolves around 3 questions:
• What is a word or phrase that stands out to you?
• Allow that word or phrase to develop into a memory
from your life, a though on the passage or metaphor
• What is Christ calling you to through the passage?
No previous Bible study experience is needed. It is a
great group of guys who are welcoming and wise in their
comments. For our
in-person meetings,
coffee and Bibles
are provided. If
you have questions
or would like to
be added to the
email distribution
list, please contact
Pastor Mac.
Photo: Waking Up With The Word on a
crisp February morning.

Upcoming Book Study
5:00-6:30pm Sunday Evenings
March 13, 20, 27; April 3, 10, 24
Room 200

As our congregation participates with members of the
Interfaith Coalition on the Habitat Build this spring,
it is a good time to learn more about different faith
traditions. The Adult Committee is offering a Sunday
evening study and conversation
using the book Holy Envy:
Finding God in the Faith of
Others by Barbara Brown Taylor.
The study will be facilitated by
Debbie Kirk. The cost of the book
is $12.
If you are interested in attending
or would like more information
contact Debbie Kirk at dkirk@
hmpc.org.

FAITH FORMATION

Brown Bag Lunch
with Pastor Mac

John Calvin Makes An
Appearance

Monday, March 7 | Noon | WH South

John Calvin made an appearance at the Gathering class
in Westminster Hall South two Sundays ago! Much fun
was had by all with this guest from the grave!

Beginning Monday, March 7th, the Brown Bag Lunch
group will start discussing Heaven and Hell: A History
of the Afterlife by Bart D. Ehrman. Please let Pastor Mac
know if you will be joining the
study and if you will be purchasing
the book on your own or would
like him to order it. We will be
discussing the first three chapters
on March 7th. Brown Bag Lunch
meets once a month on the first
Monday of the month. It lasts an
hour. For questions, please contact
Pastor Mac at mschafer@hmpc.org

Coffee & Conversation
A Time for Parents
During Children's Music

Hey Parents! While your children are enjoying music
from 11:30-12:15pm, we invite you to join us in
Westminster Hall North for Coffee and Conversation!
We hope this can
be a weekly time of
community which will
allow you to deepen
relationships with other
families in the church.
This Sunday, Pastor
Mac will be leading the
discussion.

Montreat Women's
Connection Conference
Update from Debbie Kirk
"Claimed For More:
Wholehearted Living When We Are All Out Of Sorts"
with Keynote Speaker Sarah Bessey
August 12-14
There is still space available to attend though much of
the housing is full. If you have registered please let me
know where you are staying so I have an accurate list
of where our group is. If you have not registered, check
the website ASAP. All fees are refundable until the end
of June, less a small processing charge, so if you are
considering attending you should go ahead to secure
accommodations. If you need assistance, contact Susan
Akduman, the Conference Registrar at 828.419.9829 or
email her at susana@montreat.org. She is very helpful
and will work with you on what you need. Contact
me at dkirk@hmpc.org with any questions about the
conference and our group!
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YOUTH MINISTRY

A Wonderful Youth Sunday
A big thank you to our Youth, who facilitated worship last Sunday, February 27th. The middle school and high
school students took care of the entire service, start to finish. They provided excellent music: the Youth Handbells
played, the Youth Band accompanied hymns and did the anthem, and the Fertin sisters (HMPC Youth alumni) played
a violin/piano prelude and offertory. The Youth provided meaningful messages to the congregation through their
sermons, and they even served as the ushers and greeters for the morning. Praise be to God for the talented and
energetic Youth of HMPC!

This Week : Sunday, March 6th
SUNDAY MORNING:
Explorers Class (5th-7th grade) will meet
at 9:30am in the HS Sunday School Room
Confirmation Class (8th grade+) will meet at
9:30am in Geneva Hall or outside.
NO Bagels in the Breezeway this month.
We will start again in April.
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SUNDAY AFTERNOON:
Youth Music at 4:30pm - Westminster Hall
MS/HS Youth Group at 5:00 - 7:00pm

LOOKING AHEAD:
Sunday, May 1
Confirmation Sunday (8th grade youth)
All Confirmands and Mentors
meet at 9:30am in Westminster Hall.

PRESCHOOL NEWS

100 Days of Preschool

BIRTHDAYS

by Dorothy Roche

It is hard to believe we have been in school for over
100 days already! Our four year olds celebrated this
milestone with a "100 Days Of School Week". During
the week, the children found lots of ways to count to
100: Exercises, sorting beads, combining 10 of each
ingredient to make a 100 piece snack, lots of additional
math fun, and the children had a blast!
A big thank you to the gentleman who have helped
with preschool maintenance projects over the last few
months: Harry Bowles, John Whisler, Fred Woodward,
Bill Flueckinger, Mike Law and Ken Krause.

March Birthdays
1: Ellen Bradshaw, Hope Parangi, Suzanne
Schneider
2: Mary Ellen Heathcote, Troy Barkley
3: Reed Cummins, Matt Carlisle, Linda
Campbell-Feingold, Jonathan Hughes
4: Clare Stull, Margaret Sharpe
5: Mike Law, Margaret Alexander, B. Fertin,
Lydia Gabbard, Megan Christenbury
6: Becky Priester, Mia Elizabeth Komono, Eric
Brewer, Kinnley Hague, Vicki Holt, Tatum Eyre
7: Ford Sanchez, Debbie Dewar, Emilie Tice,
Dirk Phillips, Ron Sharpe, Ginger Lindsey
8: Cal Madden, Sam Brannon, Polly Bryant
9: Mary Mac Bradshaw, Katy Waugh, Lynn
Cummins, Dana Stull, Mandy Peedin,
Karin Sandlin, Mary Cates Bevier, Fiona Bartow
11: Joe Lindsey
10: Edith Horne, Stuart James
12: Angie Bell-Morris, Julie Webb
13: Cameron Perry, Benjamin Peeler, Steve Guy
14: Frances Massey
15: Glenn Keever
16: Jennifer Dudeck, Gavin Waugh, Nancy
Crane, Margie Hanks
17: David Smart, Elizabeth Graybill, Erin Perry
19: J.D. Rogers
20: Nora Cook, Maggie McIntire
21: Paul Phillips, Yana Soler
22: Betty Moser, Holly Krueger
23: Schuyler Coonse, Trey Krueger, Hollie
Cole, Nate Richardson, Sonia Parikh
24: Jenna Pierotti
26: Hank Madden, Amanda Wolf, Justin
Sykes, Evelyn Elderkin
27: Bill Bigger, Sean Crosson
29: Alan Mitchell, Julie Cook
30: Elizabeth Peeler, Carolyn Holzinger, Abby
Crawford
31: Jason Bond

CALENDAR

T his Week...
Sunday, March 6

9:30 am - Adult Faith Formation
9:30 am - Explorers Class - HS Sunday School Room
9:30 am - Confirmation Class - GH or outside
10:30 am - Worship - 1st Sunday of Lent
10:45 am - Children’s SS - Playgarden
11:30 am - Wee Worshipers & Joyful Noise - GH
11:30 am - Coffee & Conversation with Parents - WH
11:30 am - Fellowship - Outside
4:30 pm - Youth Music - WH
5:00 pm - MS/HS Youth Group

Monday, March 7
12:00 pm - Brown Bag Lunch - WH South
5:00 pm - Personnel
8:00 pm - Al-Anon/AlaTeen/AlaKid

Tuesday, March 8
6:30 am - Waking Up With the Word - WH Patio
9:30 am - Staff Meeting
7:30 pm - Boy Scouts - GH Rm 234

Wednesday, March 9
9:15 am - Women at the Well - Zoom
6:15 pm - Handbells
7:30 pm - Chancel Choir

Saturday, March 12
5:00 pm - ACA Support Group - Room 200

ANNUAL REPORT

2021 Annual Reports
If you were unable to attend
the Annual Meeting on
February 13th, hard copies
of The 2021Annual Report
are available on the first floor
hallway of the church. This
40 page booklet highlights
the ministry from 2021 and
is a great way of getting an
overview of the church's
ministries, our strengths and
growth areas.

STAFF DIRECTORY
Mac Schafer
Pastor & Head of Staff
mschafer@hmpc.org
Debbie Kirk
Associate Pastor, Spiritual Growth & Nurture
dkirk@hmpc.org
Aleta Ash, Minister of Visitation
aash@hmpc.org
Barbara Loehr-Fox
Director of Music Ministries
bloehr-fox@hmpc.org
Rich Richards, Interim Director of Youth Ministries
& Children's Music
rrichards@hmpc.org
Sue Newton, Interim Pianist
snewton5@nc.rr.com
Cary Dickerson, Director of Children
& Family Ministries
cdickerson@hmpc.org
Pat Cash, Business Administrator
pcash@hmpc.org
Cheri Thomas, Bookkeeper
cthomas@hmpc.org
Lesley Ash-Jacobsen, Communications Specialist
lash-jacobsen@hmpc.org
Dorothy Roche, Preschool Director
droche@hmpc.org
Joyce Hawkins, Assistant Preschool Director
jhawkins@hmpc.org
Hope Parangi, Church Hostess
hparangi@yahoo.com

CHILDREN'S MINSTRY

Easter Eggs Needed!
Children's and Family Ministries
are collecting plastic Easter eggs
and fillers for our annual Easter
Egg Hunt! Fillers can include
peanut-free candy, stickers, tattoos,
etc. Please drop all donations
in the basket in the Karl Hudson
room.
Be sure to mark your calendars for
April 2nd 10:00 am-12:00 pm for
our Annual Easter Egg Hunt!

