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Out to the life and ministry of Hudson Memorial Presbyterian Church (USA)

 

Window
December 30, 2022

the weekly

Star Words
SUNDAY, JANUARY 8th

On Sunday, January 8th, as we did last year, we will 
celebrate Epiphany and hand out a “Star Word” you 
can use for reflection in the upcoming year.  As our 
Book of Common Worship says, “'Epiphany' means 
manifestation or revelation. At the Epiphany of the Lord 
we celebrate the manifestation of God’s saving purpose 
to all the nations of the world. Just as the magi came 
from a distant land to worship the Christ child, God’s 
covenant of grace is extended to all people who believe 
the good news of Jesus Christ. The symbolism of light is 
important—not only because of the star that guided the 
magi, but as it suggests the bright dawning of God’s self-
revelation in Jesus Christ. As Christians, we are called to 
bear Christ’s light in the world."

Our children will be handing out Star Words during the 
service and we will share with the congregation ways 
you might use them devotionally.

Walk in the New Year
on the Chapel Labyrinth

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1st 
Following worship on Sunday, January 1st at 11:30am 
we invite you to walk into 2023 with quiet prayer and 
meditation at the new labyrinth in the Chapel. Pastor 
Mac will provide a written reflection to guide your 
labyrinth walk. It will be available on lectern stands in 
the chapel.

Happy 
New 
Year!
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH & FAITH FORMATION 

Interested in Membership?
The Inquirers' Class, for those interested in membership, 
will be held at 1:00pm Sunday, January 22.  The class 
covers what it means to be a Christian, a Presbyterian, 
and a member of Hudson Memorial. New Member 
Information Forms are available here. Contact Debbie 
Kirk with any questions.

Many HMPC women enjoy participating in the Women's 
Connection Conference each August at Montreat. If you 
are interested, please note that registration opens on 
February 2, and last year most of the conference housing 
filled by the end of the first day! With the popular Kate 
Bowler as the keynote speaker, the same scenario is 
likely to happen again. Everyone will receive a reminder 
from Debbie in January.  For more information about 
attending with our group contact Debbie Kirk at dkirk@
hmpc.org.

Women at the Well welcomes 
women of all ages and stages to 
participate, and the new year is 
a great time to join us! The two 
groups have a different format, time 
and explore different content. The 
weekly group meets Wednesday 

mornings from 9:15-10:30am and uses a particular book 
chosen each semester as a guide for shared conversation, 

reflections, and prayer. The book 
selection for the winter semester is Hope: 
A User's Manual by MaryAnn McKibben 
Dana.  The weekly group begins the 
winter semester January 11.  If we 
purchase the book for you, it is $14.00 
and can be paid at the first class.

The monthly group meets on the third 
or fourth Thursday of each month at 6:00pm and uses a 
podcast as the basis for discussion on topics of interest 
over dinner at a local restaurant. We begin the new year 
meeting on Thursday, January 19 at 6:00pm. We'll 
meet at Vivo Ristorante for dinner and discussion of 
the second part of Songs of Surrender and Carrying the 
Weight of our Contradictions, a conversation with Brene 
Brown and Bono. Current participants will receive a 
reminder of the location and podcast link.  

Both groups are wonderful opportunities for women to 
get to know each other as we discuss the intersection 
of culture and faith and our own spiritual journeys. For 
more information or to participate in either group contact 
Debbie Kirk at dkirk@hmpc.org.

Women at the Well
Kicking Off 2023

Women's Connection 
Conference at Montreat

REGISTRATION OPENS FEBRUARY 2

This Sunday, January 1
There will be NO:

Nine O' Clock Class
Presbyterian Ponderings and The Seekers

Children's Music
Coffee & Conversation
Youth Sunday School

Youth Music
Youth Group

https://www.hmpc.org/join-hmpc
https://www.hmpc.org/join-hmpc
mailto:dkirk%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:dkirk%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:dkirk@hmpc.org
mailto:dkirk@hmpc.org
mailto:dkirk@hmpc.org
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Mac’s Sabbatical Forums:
STORIES, INSIGHTS AND WONDER

ALONG THE VIA FRANCIGENA 
Sunday, January 8th & 15th 

9:00am | WH North

As we kick off the 
new year, please 
join Pastor Mac as 
he shares stories 
and insights from 
his sabbatical.  
Mac visited 
Reformation 
sites in Germany 
and Switzerland 

via train and then put on his walking shoes and walked 
approximately 1200 kms along the Via Francigena.  The 
Via Francigena is an ancient pilgrims' route that goes 
from Canterbury, England all the way to Rome, Italy.  
Mac picked up the path in Lausanne, Switzerland.

Presbyterian Pint
The Presbyterian Pint group will be 
reading Adam’s Return: The Five 
Promises of Male Initiation by Richard 
Rohr.  We will be meeting every two 
weeks over 4 sessions for this study:  
The dates are:  January 26, February 
9, February 23 & March 9. 

This book deals with five 
challenging concepts: Life is 
hard, you are not important, 
your life is not about you, you 
are not in control and you are 
going to die. Please purchase 
the book on your own and 
read through p.34 before our 
first meeting. All men of the 
church are welcome to join 
us! Contact Pastor Mac to be 
added to the distribution list. 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH & FAITH FORMATION

Presbyterian Pint
RESCHEDULED EVENT!
The Banshees of Inisherin 

Thursday, January 12 at 7:00pm
The Presbyterian Pint men’s 
group will be meeting at 
Pastor Mac’s house (1408 
Dogwood Lane, Raleigh, 
NC 27607) on January 
12th to watch and discuss 
The Banshees of Inisherin. 
Please be aware that this 
movie does deal with some 
difficult subject matter.  
Please bring two beers/sodas 
to share.  Mac will provide 
popcorn and other “nibbles." 

For more information, please email Pastor Mac at 
mschafer@hmpc.org.

Waking Up With The Word 
Tuesday, January 3 | 6:30am 

 Welcome Lounge 
All men are invited to join this group 
(in person this week) for scripture 
reflection, discussion, fellowship and 
coffee. The group uses an ancient 
Bible study process called Lectio 
Divina. 

The study revolves around 3 questions: 

What is a word or phrase that stands out to you?
Allow that word or phrase to develop into a memory 
from your life, a thought on the passage or a metaphor. 
What is Christ calling you to through the passage?  

No previous Bible study experience is needed. It is a 
great group of guys who are welcoming and wise in their 
comments. For our in-person meetings, coffee and Bibles 
are provided. If you have questions or would like to be 
added to the email distribution list, please contact Mac 
Schafer.

mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:mschafer@hmpc.org
mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=
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YOUTH MINISTRY

FINAL WEEK
December 

Tend My Sheep: 
TOILETRIES FOR HEALING TRANSITIONS
This month we will be collecting items for Healing 
Transitions.  Healing Transitions is a local organization 
that provides services to members of our community 
who are fighting addiction.  Their mission is to offer 
innovative peer-based, recovery-oriented services to 
homeless, uninsured and underserved individuals with 
alcoholism and other drug addictions. Their program 
is specifically designed to rekindle a person’s desire 
and ability to return to a meaningful and productive 
life. They say, "We believe that all people struggling 
with addiction (especially the homeless, uninsured and 
underserved) deserve services on demand – as many 
times as it takes – to find recovery. And we never turn 
away anyone who’s seeking help. BECAUSE recovery 
can’t wait."
Many of the participants of these recovery programs 
arrive at Healing Transitions with only the clothes on 
their backs. We would like to help provide the basic 
necessities for their stay.  Please consider donating 
toiletries including: Toothpaste, Toothbrushes (with 

case), Hairbrushes, Combs,  
Q-Tips, Shampoos, 
Conditioners, Deodorant, 
Soap, and Body Wash. We 
will be collecting through 
the end of December.

MISSION

Youth News
From December 25 to January 1 we will be on break 
from morning and afternoon youth activities.

Our next morning Sunday school class will be 
January 8. We hope you have a wonderful time with 
friends and family during this time of celebration of 
the coming of Emmanuel.

CHANGES AND TWEAKS
FOR 2023

MORNING (Beginning 1/8)

Youth Sunday School (5th-12th grade)
11:30am to 12:00pm in GH Classrooms

Youth Bells with Barbara
12:00pm to 12:30pm in Westminster Hall

AFTERNOON/EVENING 

Our week to week Sunday evenings 
have been switched up a bit. Check 
out your email and the website for 
the youth schedule, announcements 
and the schedule of summer trips.

Service of Witness & 
Celebration of the Life of

Bob Terry
Bob Terry's memorial service 
will be held Friday, January 6, 
2023 at 3:00pm in the Hudson 
Sanctuary. We extend our prayers 
and condolences to the Terry family 
at this time. Bob was the last local 
active charter member of Hudson 
Memorial. He was the first treasurer 
of the church and in the first class 

of Deacons at Hudson. In lieu of flowers, the family 
wishes for donations to be made to Hudson Memorial 
Presbyterian Church in Bob’s memory.

To livestream the service, you can click here or find the 
link on the homepage of our website.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

WINTER SEASON

In case of inclement weather, the church will notify the 
local ABC (WTVD) and NBC (WRAL) television stations 
if church will be delayed or cancelled. Please check the 
closings before venturing out in bad 
weather. We will do our best to have the 
sidewalks and steps cleared, but there 
is no guarantee that there will not be 
slippery spots. It is also possible that 
there will not be child care on Sunday 
morning or youth activities in the 
afternoon.

Inclement Weather

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mTBj1YyuxY0
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MUSIC MINISTRY

Welcome, Al Hyde!
As we bid Sue Newton a fond 
farewell, we welcome a new 
talented musician to our Music 
Ministry. Al Hyde will begin as 
our organist and pianist in January. 
Coming from Nashville, NC, he 
started his studies at a young age. 
He brings thirty-three years of 
leadership in church music. In 

addition, Al enjoys directing and playing simultaneously 
for a choir, and has a lovely voice. (His minor in college 
was Vocal Performance.) This quote is straight from 
Al: “The joy of providing music is my ministry and it 
continues to be an integral part of my life.” 
An enormous thank you is due to the Organist/Pianist 
Search Committee for their support and 16-month 
commitment to finding this wonderful new musician – 
Emily Brown, Carol Cox, Dan Vig, Martha Chapman 
(audition/interview adjudicator), and Carol Yeargin 
(audition/interview adjudicator). We hope you will help 
us give Al a warm Hudson Memorial welcome.

End of Year Giving 
As we come to the end of 
2022, we want to thank 
the congregation for 
their generous financial 
commitment to the church.  
The church office emailed/
mailed giving statements last 

month so you know where you stand on your financial 
commitment to Christ through the church at year end. 
Presently, we are behind where we have been in recent 
years on pledge income, year to date.  We are keenly 
aware that inflation has impacted many households this 
calendar year and understand that this may impact your 
ability to fulfill your commitment to the church.  For 
others of you, this may be a year where you are able 
to consider making a year end gift above and beyond 
your regular giving. We thank you in advance for 
considering this. 

**Year-end donations must be postmarked on or 
before December 31st.**

FINANCE

GIVING MINISTRY

2023 Pledge Update
Sunday, November 6th was Commitment Sunday, the 
day members and friends commit their time, talent and 
financial resources to Christ through HMPC. Thank you 
to all of you who pledged in person, mailed your pledge 
in or made your commitment online. 

Currently there are 160 households that have pledged 
out of 364 member households for a total of $654,701. 
This time last year we had collected 173 pledges for a 
total of $730,458.

  
IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO PLEDGE!

You may pledge online here, email your 
pledge to Amy Claprood, HMPC Business 
Administrator, or call Amy at 919-787-1086 
to request a pledge form be mailed to you.  
Thank you for your commitment to Christ 
through the church during these challenging 
times. Thanks be to God!

Changes in the 
Financial Office

The Personnel Committee continues to search for a new 
bookkeeper/financial coordinator. John James is chairing 
the search, and Bill Flueckinger (Finance Chair), Amy 
Claprood (Business Administrator), and Mac Schafer 
(Pastor) are serving on the search team. If you know of 
people who may be interested in the position, details 
about the job can be found at hmpc.org.

In the interim, we are pleased to 
welcome Susan Gressel to the 
administrative staff. Some of you 
may remember Susan from her time 
in the bookkeeper's office several 
years ago. She has agreed to step 
in to fill the gap on a temporary 
basis while we continue our search. 

Susan will be available in the office 9:00 am - 2:00 
pm on Mondays. You can also reach her via email at 
sgressel@hmpc.org, or leave a message for her at 919-
787-1086 ext 25. 

https://www.hmpc.org/make-a-pledge
mailto:sgressel@hmpc.org


January Birthdays
1: Nnenna Nduka
2: Leigha Anderson
3: Noelle Newnam
4: Benley Crone, James Dudeck
5: Dan Vig, Katherine Meeks, Sarah Bedini, Donna Lynch
6: William Keever, Ed White
7: Christine Schneider, Richard Moser, Kelly Capps, 
    Sanyam Parikh, Dominick Glover-Hurd
8: Natalie Randolph, Tate Brandt, Jim Seitz
9: Davis Jennings, JoLee Carpenito, Netanya Soler
10: Shirley Bennett
11: Pat Mack
12: Mary Carmen Dawkins, Jacob Frelich, Annabelle Pate
13: Emily Brown
15: Glenn Kennedy, Leigh Magee, Hayden Moriarity, 
      Kristin Moriarity, Hunter Moriarity
17: Jake Richardson, Beth McIntire, Corey Stafford, 
      Patti Saleeby, Hayes Atkinson
18: Maria Plentl
19: Maddie Cloniger
20: Amanda Anderson, Susan Davis, Phil James, 
     McNeill Kelley
21: Zoe Edge
22: Kay Emanuel, Pat Brown
24: Becky Hughes, Burns Boyce Jr., John Mitterling,
      Carr Jennings, Jennifer Autry
25: Aubrey Martin, Maggie Bunzey, Sonja Puryear,
      Richard Rogers, Kurt Conger
26: Dylan Coonse, Jenny Crosson, Talley Krause, 
      Suzanne Story, Sandy Schilder
27: Craig Morris, Brody Rogerson
28: Catherine Cox, Richard Rodgers
29: Jason Huesgen, Remy Huesgen, Jeanna Gatten,
      Virginia Lilyquist
30: Jack Llewellyn
31: Wilson Cheeley, Tom Priester, Libby Hnat

Sunday, January 1                           
10:30 am - Worship - Sanctuary
10:45 am - Children’s Sunday School - GH/Playgarden
11:30 am - Fellowship -WH

Monday, January 2                          
OFFICE CLOSED
8:00 pm - Al-Anon/AlaTeen/AlaKid - GH

Tuesday, January 3                          
6:30 am - Waking Up With the Word - Welcome Loinge
9:30 am - Staff Meeting 
7:00 pm - Property Committee

Wednesday, January 4                     
7:30 pm - Chancel Choir

Friday, January 6                            
3:00 pm - Bob Terry Memorial Service - Sanctuary
6:00 pm - ACA Support Group - Room 200

STAFF DIRECTORY
Mac Schafer, Pastor & Head of Staff

mschafer@hmpc.org

Debbie Kirk,  Associate Pastor, 
dkirk@hmpc.org

Aleta Ash, Minister of Visitation 
aletaash@gmail.com

Barbara Loehr-Fox, Director of Music Ministries 
bloehr-fox@hmpc.org

Rich Richards, Director of Youth Ministries
& Director of Children's Music

rrichards@hmpc.org

Cary Dickerson, Director of Children' Ministries 
cdickerson@hmpc.org

Amy Claprood, Business Administrator
aclaprood@hmpc.org

Lesley Ash Jacobsen, Communications Specialist 
lash-jacobsen@hmpc.org 

Susan Gressel, Interim Bookkeeper
sgressel@hmpc.org

Dorothy Roche, Preschool Director 
 droche@hmpc.org

Joyce Hawkins, Assistant Preschool Director
jhawkins@hmpc.org

Hope Parangi, Church Hostess 
 hparangi@yahoo.com

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK  BIRTHDAYS

Join Our  Social Media Community!

mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:dkirk%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:aletaash%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:bloehr-fox%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:rrichards%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:cdickerson%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:aclaprood%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:sgressel@hmpc.org
mailto:droche%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:jhawkins%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:hparangi%40yahoo.com?subject=

