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WHAT ARE YOU
WAITING FOR?
Our Presbyterian Book of Common Worship says this about Advent:
“Advent means coming or arrival. We watch and pray with expectant
hope for the establishment of God’s justice and the return of the Prince
of Peace. As the weeks of Advent progress, the focus shifts to thanks
and praise for the birth of the one who has already come—Jesus Christ
our Savior. The origin of the season of Advent is uncertain. It may have
been patterned after the season of Lent as a period of penitence before
Christmas, or as a time of preparation for baptism at Epiphany. The
duration of Advent was, in some times and places, as long as six or seven
weeks."
Each Sunday of Advent during the Call to Worship, one of the ministers
will ask the question, “What are you waiting for?” If you have quiet
times or moments for journaling, this might be a good question to
ask yourself. What does God lead you to think about as you ask this
question? Some of the words most traditionally used during Advent as
answers to this question are Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. Which of these
are you most in need of as we enter this season of waiting?
The four sermon themes I am preaching on this Advent are:
Active Waiting
Waiting for Light
Waiting for Strength
Waiting to be Satisfied
I am thankful for an article I read in Reformed Worship magazine by
Chris Walker from September 2021 that put forward these theme ideas
and some of the Advent liturgy we will be using.

THIS SUNDAY
Join Us as We Kick Off
the Season of Advent!
CREATE AN
ADVENT WREATH
9:30am | WH North
Create an Advent wreath
for your home.
All ages welcome!

HANGING OF
THE GREENS
11:30am | WH North

Help us decorate the church for the
Christmas season! There are decorating
s. Meet after worship in
tasks for all ages.
WH for instructions.

What are you waiting for this Advent?
With Care,
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ADVENT & CHRISTMAS

ADULT EDUCATION
ADVENT SERIES

The Seekers

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS
Shadow

Light

AND

AN ADVENT DEVOTION
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“To be human is to live by sunlight
and moonlight, with anxiety and
delight, admitting to limits and
transcending them, falling down
and rising up. To want a life with
only half these things in it is to want
half a life.”
—Barbara Brown Taylor, Learning
to Walk in the Dark

Advent is a season of looking forward to the new light
of Christ, but as Barbara Brown Taylor says, we’d be
missing out on half the story if we didn’t also find grace
and wonder in the midst of shadows. Each week you’ll
use scripture, song, prayer, and practice to prepare
yourself for the birth of the Christ child, finding what is
holy in the spectrum from shadow to light.
Please take one! These will be available at the Sanctuary
entrances and the narthex. If you would like one mailed
to you, or you would like a digital copy emailed to you,
contact Lesley in the church office.

POINSETTIAS

The Chancel Guild invites you to
honor or remember a special person
with a donation of $15 toward
Advent preparations, including
poinsettias and greenery. Names
will be listed in the December
18th worship bulletin. Return an
information form (located on the
flower calendar board outside of room #103) with your
check to the office, or place it in the offering plate by
December 11th. Designate ‘Chancel Guild/Poinsettias’
on your check. You may take your donated poinsettia
home with you after the Christmas Eve service.
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9:30am | Westminster Hall South

November 27

Facilitated by Roger Howard
"COME WAIT WITH US* THIS SUNDAY!"
Roger Howard will lead the Seekers
as we kick off our 2022 Advent theme: "WAITING"
* includes the 7 Greatest “Waiters" in the
Old and New Testaments!

December 4

Facilitated by Ron Ash
"THE CAROLS OF CHRISTMAS"
The intriguing history of four beloved Christmas Carols
will be told. Advent devotions inspired by these carols
will be offered.

December 11

Facilitated by Susan Grigg
Using Holy Disruption: Discovering
Advent in the Gospel of Mark
by Tracy S. Daub, the Seekers
will be reading selected scripture
from Mark and looking for the
amazing and joyous message of
waiting for Emmanuel, God with
us, during Advent. Discussion
will center around what difference
the Incarnation makes in our lives, and where we see
evidence of God's love in our lives and in the world.

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS

BLUE CHRISTMAS
6:00pm | Sunday, December 4
As part of their ministry of care and
compassion, the Deacons will be hosting
a "Blue Christmas Service" on Sunday,
December 4th in the Chapel at 6:00pm.
The service is especially for those who
find the holiday season difficult, and
for others who want a quiet reflective
time when so much is hectic. It will
include the reading of scripture, prayers,
contemplative music, and the lighting of
candles in recognition of God's presence
in our places of greatest need.

FAMILY CHRISTMAS
CELEBRATION
Saturday, December 3
2:00-4:00pm
Westminster Hall

Nativity Scavenger Hunt Hot Chocolate
Ornament Making Gingerbread Nativities
SIGN UP TO ATTEND OR VOLUNTEER HERE
OR BY USING THE LINK ON THE FRONT PAGE
OF HMPC.ORG

ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

During 10:30 Worship | December 11
Watch the children of HMPC act out the Christmas story
in the Annual Christmas Pageant!

PARENTS: FULL REHEARSAL SCHEDULE ON PAGE 5!

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS
EVENTS & SERVICES
Sunday, November 27
First Sunday of Advent
Create an Advent Wreath
WH North at 9:30am
10:30am Worship in Sanctuary
Hanging of the Greens
Meet in WH North after worship

Saturday, December 3
Family Christmas Celebration
2:00-4:00pm in Westminster Hall

Sunday, December 4
Second Sunday of Advent
10:30am - Worship in Sanctuary
6:00pm - Blue Christmas Service in the Chapel

Sunday, December 11
Third Sunday of Advent
10:30am - Worship in Sanctuary
5:00pm - Youth Christmas Party & Caroling

Sunday, December 18
Fourth Sunday of Advent
10:30am - Worship in Sanctuary
6:30pm Christmas Joy Concert - Sanctuary

Saturday, December 24
Christmas Eve
5:00pm - Candlelight Service (Nursery available)
8:00pm - Candlelight & Communion Service

Sunday, December 25
Christmas
Christmas Day Service - 10:30am in Sanctuary
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NEW MEMBERS

Welcome, New Members!

On November 20th, seven people joined Hudson. Learn about them here!

Jenn and Ryan Autry

Kelly Hurd and Michael Glover

Jenn and Ryan
have two children:
Darcy (5th grade)
and Jackson (7th
grade). Jenn is
a Data Analyst/
Researcher at
McKinley Advisors
and Ryan is a
Project Manager
at Syneos.
Jenn is from
Hendersonville, NC, and Ryan is from Raleigh. Jenn loves
to walk, hike, read, play games and watch movies. She
plays the cello and loves music. Jenn shared a fun fact, "I
have a degree in math and am one of those weird people
who enjoy working through giant sets of data!" Ryan
enjoys home improvement, vehicle maintenance (car and
motorcycle), motorcycle riding, and running. He is also a
Logistics officer (Major) in the NC National Guard. They
have a St. Bernard named Lily.

Kelly and Mike
have two children:
Dominick (22
months) and
Cooper (7 months).
Mike works as
the IT Manager at
GDIT, and Kelly
is Director of Plan
Consulting at
QRPS. Mike was
born in Memphis, TN and grew up in Wake Forest. Kelly
was born in Newburgh, NY, but grew up in San Diego
before moving to the triangle in middle school. Kelly
loves cooking and baking, crafting, building dollhouses,
museums, walking outdoors with her babies, reading
(trying to hit her goal of 100 books in 2022!). Mike enjoys
coding and attending hockey games. They have two
wonderful cats, Anna and Sully.

Barbara Coleman
Barbara is a retired Public
School Educator who was
born in Murray, Kentucky.
She shared, "My father was a
Southern Baptist minister of
music and he served churches
in Kentucky, Savannah,
and Chattanooga. Then at
age 50, he and my mother
were music missionaries
in Portugal. Other states
I've lived in throughout my
marriage are Alabama, Colorado, Tennessee, Georgia and
now North Carolina." Barbara has three grown daughters:
Abby, Katy and Molly. (Katy [Turnbull] is also a new
member in this class!) Barbara's number one passion
is reading -- all kinds of books. She enjoys needlework
and attending theater productions. She has two dogs, a
maltipoo and a cavapoo.
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Katy and Robert Turnbull
Katy and Robert have
two children: Maggie
(Kindergarten) and Clara
(3rd grade). Robert is
a Natural Resources
Consultant at Terracon
Consultants, Inc. and
Katy is an Education
Consultant at Teachstone.
Robert was born and
raised in Richmond,
VA. Katy was born in
Georgia, but grew up
in Wingate, NC. Katy
and Robert both enjoy
traveling, and spending
time with family and
friends. They have a
two year old dog named
Wiley.

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

Communion Education Class

Presentation of Bibles

Last Sunday, Pastor Debbie taught the children about the
meaning of communion. We had a great turnout - Thanks
to all who attended!

Last Sunday, the 3 year olds, Kindergartners, and 4th
graders received their very own Bibles from Pastor Mac
and Ms. Cary.

The Christmas Pageant
is Almost Here!
We will use the remaining Sundays after worship to
work on music, staging, wardrobe etc. for the pageant. It
is very important that your pageant participant be at all
of the rehearsals.

Remaining pageant rehearsals:
November 27 - 11:30am to 12:15pm
December 4 - 11:30am to 12:15pm
December 10 - REHEARSAL on SATURDAY in the
Sanctuary 10:00-11:00am
December 11 - Pageant during worship
The children will also perform in the Christmas Joy
concert on December 18th at 6:30pm so mark your
calendars!
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GIVING MINISTRY

YOUTH MINISTRY

2023 Pledge Update

Youth News

Sunday, November 6th was Commitment
Sunday, the day members and friends
commit their time, talent and financial
resources to Christ through HMPC.
Thank you to all of you who pledged in
person, mailed your pledge in or made
your commitment online.
Currently there are 141 households
that have pledged out of 364 member
households for a total of $613,061.
This time last year we had collected 148 pledges for a
total of $655,679.
It is not too late to pledge. You may pledge online
here, email your pledge to Amy Claprood, HMPC
Business Administrator, or call Amy at 919-787-1086 to
request a pledge form be mailed to you. Thank you for
your commitment to Christ through the church during
these challenging times. Thanks be to God!

FINANCE & PERSONNEL

Search For New
Financial Coordinator
We want to let the congregation know that Cheri
Thomas concluded her tenure as HMPC’s Bookkeeper
on November 18th. We appreciate her service to Hudson
and will miss her. Changes in Cheri’s personal life do
not allow her to continue in the position.
We are grateful to the congregation for your
understanding and patience as we go through multiple
staff transitions and re-evaluate administrative
responsibilities.
The Personnel Committee has begun a search for a
new Bookkeeper. We are changing the name of the
position to Financial Coordinator to better match the
responsibilities of the job. John James is chairing the
search, and Bill Flueckinger (Finance Chair), Amy
Claprood (Business Administrator), and Mac Schafer
(Pastor) are serving on the search team. If you know of
people who may be interested in the position, details
about the job can be found on the church website by
clicking here.
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL OR
NO MS/HS YOUTH GROUP
THIS WEEK
Youth Group Next Week - Dec 4:
Ornament-making & Cookies!

A BIG THANK YOU

to all of those who donated
cookies for our
college care packages!
Pictured:
Our 5th graders and
MS/HS Youth creating
care packages for
Hudson's college kids!

SPIRITUAL GROWTH & FAITH FORMATION

Opportunities This Week
Women at the Well Waking Up With The Word

Thursday, December 1 | Bonefish Grill

Women at the Well is made up of two
groups, each with a different format,
time and content. Both groups are
wonderful opportunities for women
to get to know each other as we
discuss the intersection of culture and
faith and our own spiritual journeys.
The Weekly Group meets most
Wednesdays in the Chapel at 9:15am.
The Monthly Group will hold its November/
December gathering the evening of Thursday,
December 1 at Bonefish Grill in North Hills. Current
participants will receive the information about the
podcast and making a reservation.
All women are welcome to attend! To be added to
contact list contact Debbie Kirk.

Tuesday, Nov. 29 | 6:30am | Patio

All men are invited to join this group
(in person this week) for scripture
reflection, discussion, fellowship and
coffee. The group uses an ancient Bible
study process called Lectio Divina.
The study revolves around 3
questions: What is a word or phrase that stands out
to you? Allow that word or phrase to develop into a
memory from your life, a thought on the passage or a
metaphor. What is Christ calling you to through the
passage?
No previous Bible study experience is needed. It is a
great group of guys who are welcoming and wise in their
comments. For our in-person meetings, coffee and Bibles
are provided. If you have questions or would like to be
added to the email distribution list, please contact Mac
Schafer.

Looking Ahead to January
Mac’s Sabbatical Forums:
Presbyterian Pint
STORIES, INSIGHTS AND WONDER
ALONG THE VIA FRANCIGENA
Sunday, January 8th & 15th
9:00am | WH North

As we kick off the
new year, please
join Pastor Mac
as he share stories
and insights from
his sabbatical.
Mac visited
Reformation
sites in Germany
and Switzerland
via train and then put on his walking shoes walked
approximately 1200 kms along the Via Francigena. The
Via Francigena is an ancient pilgrims route. that goes
from Canterbury, England all the way to Rome, Italy.
Mac picked up the path in Lausanne, Switzerland.

Men of the church are welcome to join
us at 7:00pm at Mordecai Beverage
Company for fellowship and faith in
a friendly environment. We discuss
relevant questions of theology and
culture. Contact Pastor Mac to be added
to the distribution list.
Beginning January 26th The
Presbyterian Pint will begin
reading and discussing Adam’s
Return: The Five Promises
of Male Initiation by Richard
Rohr. Buy the book on your
own. Read the first 4 chapters
prior to our gathering (through
p.34). Join us!
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THIS WEEK AT HUDSON

STAFF DIRECTORY
Mac Schafer
Pastor & Head of Staff
mschafer@hmpc.org

Sunday, November 27
9:30 am - The Seekers - WH South
9:30 am - Advent Wreath Making - WH North
10:30 am - Worship - Sanctuary
10:45 am - Children’s Sunday School - GH/Playgarden
11:30 am - Fellowship - Westminster Hall
11:30 am - Children's Music - Geneva Hall
11:30 am - Hanging of the Greens - Meet in WH North
**No youth Sunday school/evening activities this week**

Monday, November 27
7:00 pm - Session - WH South
8:00 pm - Al-Anon/AlaTeen/AlaKid - GH

Tuesday, November 29
6:30 am - Waking Up With the Word - Patio
9:30 am - Staff Meeting
7:30 pm - Boy Scouts - GH 234

Wednesday, November 30

Aleta Ash, Minister of Visitation
aletaash@gmail.com
Barbara Loehr-Fox
Director of Music Ministries
bloehr-fox@hmpc.org
Rich Richards, Director of Youth Ministries
& Director of Children's Music
rrichards@hmpc.org
Cary Dickerson, Director of Children
& Family Ministries
cdickerson@hmpc.org
Amy Claprood, Business Administrator
aclaprood@hmpc.org
Lesley Ash Jacobsen, Communications Specialist
lash-jacobsen@hmpc.org

9:15 am - Women at the Well - Chapel
6:00 pm - Handbells - WH South
7:30 pm - Chancel Choir - Sanctuary

Thursday, December 1
3:30 pm - Memorial Garden Committee - WH south
6:00 pm - Women at the Well - Bonefish Grill

Friday, December 2

6:00 pm - ACA Support Group - Room 200

Saturday, December 3

Debbie Kirk
Associate Pastor, Spiritual Growth & Nurture
dkirk@hmpc.org

2:00 pm - Family Christmas Event - WH

Dorothy Roche, Preschool Director
droche@hmpc.org
Joyce Hawkins, Assistant Preschool Director
jhawkins@hmpc.org
Sue Newton, Interim Pianist
snewton5@nc.rr.com
Hope Parangi, Church Hostess
hparangi@yahoo.com

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Recommendations for

Ruling Elders and Deacons

The Nominating Committee will soon consider members to begin their service in May 2023. It is essential the
committee recommend individuals who reflect the diversity of our congregation as these new officers will join with
current ones in seeking the will of Christ for all the matters before us. As prescribed in the Book of Order, we seek
able, gifted persons of strong faith and dedicated discipleship because of their trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and
Savior. Your perceptions as to fellow members who possess such gifts are essential to the committee’s work.
If you have a recommendation of someone (including yourself), fill out a form and drop it off at the church office or
talk with Cary Dickerson, Chair of the Nominating Committee. Click here to fill out a recommendation form online.
We are grateful for your help in identifying the next group of faithful individuals whom God is calling to serve.

