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Service for the Lord's Day

People’s Preparation

"You, Lord, are both Lamb and Shepherd. You, Lord, are both prince and slave. You, peacemaker
and sword-bringer of the way you took and gave. You, the everlasting instant; you, whom we
both scorn and crave." - Text of Hymn 274 by Sylvia Dunston, who called it "Christus Paradox"
because so many attributes of Christ stand in tension with each other.

Call to Worship Based on Micah 6:6-8

One: What does the Lord require of you?

Many: To do justice.

One: What does the Lord require of you?

Many: To love kindness.

One: What does the Lord require of you?

Many: To walk humbly with our God. Let us worship God!

Prayer of Confession

God, we have not done what is blameless and right, nor spoken truth from the heart with love.
We do not keep your word, and when we participate in gossip, our words and deeds cause pain.
Forgive us by the power of your mercy, that we might stand in the goodness of Christ and walk
in the light of Christ's love. Amen. (Silence)

First Reading: Micah 6:6-8

6 “With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high?

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?
7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,with ten thousands of rivers of 0il?

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

8For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are be-
ing saved it is the power of God. "For it is written,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”



Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? ?'For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did
not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to
save those who believe. ??For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, **but we proclaim
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, **but to those who are
the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. *For God’s
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.
2Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards,
not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 2’But God chose what is foolish in

the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; *God
chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that
are, ?so that no one might boast in the presence of God. **He is the source of your life in Christ
Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemp-
tion, 3'in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Sermon "Humble Beginnings" Marguerite Sirrine

Hymn #274 You, Lord are Both Lamb and Shepherd

If you wish to listen, you can find a recording HERE.

1 You, Lord, are both Lamb and Shepherd.
You, Lord, are both prince and slave.
You, peace-maker and sword-bringer

3 You, who walk each day beside us,
sit in power at God'’s side.
You, who preach a way that's narrow,

of the way you took and gave.
You, the everlasting instant;
you, whom we both scorn and crave.

2 Clothed in light upon the mountain,
stripped of might upon the cross,
shining in eternal glory,
beggared by a soldiers toss,
you, the everlasting instant;
you who are both gift and cost.

have a love that reaches wide.
You, the everlasting instant;
you, who are our pilgrim guide.

4 Worthy is our earthly Jesus!
Worthy is our cosmic Christ!
Worthy your defeat and victory;
worthy still your peace and strife.
You, the everlasting instant;

you, who are our death and life.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hs6o_QNeUzI&list=RDhs6o_QNeUzI&start_radio=1

