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Facilitated by Tim & Elizabeth Peeler 

Making Peace: Take 2 
(with new content)

If you missed our winter 6‑week “Making Peace” 
Sunday school series, here’s your chance to jump in!
Elizabeth and Tim Peeler are leading an abbreviated 
summer edition that hits the highlights and opens the 
door to fresh conversation.
For those who did attend before—yes, you should 
absolutely come back. This isn’t a repeat. It’s new 
content about the cultural forces shaping how we talk 
(or don’t talk) to one another.
How did music, movies, and even our nation’s 250th 

birthday become flashpoints for division? Why 
does honest conversation feel harder with 
neighbors, coworkers, or even the person in the 
pew beside you?
Next Sunday, July 12, we’re tackling the 
influence of news media and social media—
and sharing ways to navigate through the noise.

Session Approves Virtual 
Business Manager Plan

In a called meeting Monday July 6, Session 
approved a plan which allows our former fulltime 
Business Manager, Erica Hairston, to continue 
working remotely for many of her financial duties 
while she moves to Connecticut and Personnel 
restarts the search for her replacement in August. 

The plan is in place for six months, with periodic evaluations for 
adjustments. While Erica is going through the moving process 
over the next few weeks, we appreciate your patience, as there 
may be slower response times to emails and calls.
Personnel is extremely grateful to Erica for her willingness 
to keep our financial record keeping in good order while we 
continue to work on hiring a fulltime employee in this position. 
We worked hard in May and June reviewing applications, 
selecting candidates, and completing interviews. Our first choice 
accepted, but then withdrew her acceptance. Our second choice 
started on June 25, but then resigned on Erica’s last day, July 2, 
for personal reasons.
Please keep our committee, Erica, the Finance team, and the 
staff in your prayers as we explore this new work situation and 
discover new ways to conduct the business affairs of our office. 
Please reach out to Caroline Smart or Pastor Marguerite if you 
have any questions.

Call for Office Volunteers
If you're looking for a simple but meaningful way to support the
 ministry of Hudson, we hope you'll consider joining our team!

As you may have read in the article above, our church office will be going through a season of transition in the coming 
months. To help keep things running smoothly, we're looking for a few new volunteers to join our office reception team!  
Whether you'd like to become part of our regular rotation or simply serve as an occasional substitute when another volunteer 

is unavailable, we'd love to have you. Volunteers welcome visitors, answer the phone, 
sign for deliveries, and provide a friendly presence in the church office. Shifts are 
typically 9:00am –12:00pm or 12:00–4:00pm  
It's a light, relaxed role with plenty of quiet time to read, knit, or catch up on 
emails between visitors and phone calls. This is a simple but meaningful way to 
support the ministry of Hudson. Contact Hannah if interested: hwoodcock@hmpc.org

mailto:hwoodcock%40hmpc.org?subject=
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A Music-filled July!
A MESSAGE FROM MARGUERITE

Meet Eric Earle
CRE Intern at Hudson

Eric is a native North Carolinian, having grown up in Oxford, 
NC, and a graduate of NC State University.  He and his wife, 
Karen, live in Wake Forest and are very active members of 
Wake Forest Presbyterian Church, where Eric is a personnel 
Elder and Karen is a Stephen Minister.  They are proud parents 
of a daughter, Grace, who attends college in Charlotte.  They 
are also proud parents of two adult German Shepherds, Sheba 
and Lady.

Eric has recently completed the Pathways Program at Union 
Presbyterian Seminary and has now entered the internship 
stage of fulfilling the requirements to become a Commissioned 
Ruling Elder (CRE) in the New Hope Presbytery. 

Eric’s personal ministry statement is:

“I feel strongly that God has called me to reach out to ALL 
people I encounter in my life, whether in my daily walk or on 
Sundays, and share with them the same compassion, hope, 
love, grace, forgiveness, and peace, that has been given to me 
by God, through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.”

Information from Session:
Session approved the application of a ruling elder at Wake 
Forest Presbyterian Church, Eric Earle, to work as an unpaid 
intern at HMPC so he can complete the requirements for 
becoming a Commissioned Ruling Elder (CRE) in the PCUSA. 
CREs are also known as “lay pastors,” servants who complete 
a certificate-level of education at seminary rather than an 
MDiv, work as an intern for ten weeks under the guidance of a 
PCUSA minister and congregation, and are then approved by 
COM to serve particular congregations on a contract basis. 

Eric will be preaching this Sunday, July 12!

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT...

Dear HMPC Friends and Family,

I hope you all are making time for all the things you need 
this summer…downtime, family time, fun times, and 
growing in God times. We continue our creativity theme 
in worship during the month of July with a focus on the 
musical arts. We’re going to make a joyful noise to the 
Lord even more so than usual!

On Sunday, we’re singing three 
hymns instead of two. They 
are all written by immortal 
composers of classical music: 
Ludwig van Beethoven, 

Gustav Holst and George Frederick Handel. You may 
not know that the tunes of these hymns come from other 
works that they wrote. “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” 
comes from the finale of the Ninth and final symphony 
Beethoven wrote, when he was completely deaf and free 
to make music in ways that no one had done before and 
no one has since.
You probably won’t know the tune of our middle hymn, 
“O God, Show Mercy to Us.” But if you have ever 
heard of the classical piece called “Mars” from a suite 
called “The Planets,” then you know the composer 
well. This hymn uses one of the main themes from the 
movement for Jupiter, known as the Bringer of Jollity. 
Holst believed art should capture human emotion, and the 
human emotion of determination exudes from this tune.
Our final hymn is one of the stalwart Easter hymns but 
Handel originally wrote it as part of an oratorio called 
Joshua. These examples show us that making of great 
hymns happens in a whole lot of ways, and we are always 
inspired by something or someone we have seen or heard 
elsewhere.

On July 19 our service will feature music for 
the holidays, in a “Christmas in July” kind 
of theme. And don’t miss July 26 when we 
have our hymn sing. It will feature hymns 
that capture the essence of Makoto Fujimora’s 
theology of making – that in God’s image, we 

create new things even as we are created anew; that to 
make beautiful things is to bless others.
Hope you can make it to worship some Sundays this 
month and help us sing a new song to the Lord.

-Pastor Marguerite

WORSHIP & THE ARTS MEMORIALS
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Celebration of Life Service - Emily Brown
Hudson member Emily Brown entered God's everlasting kingdom on July 3, 2026. A Celebration of Life 
service will be held on Friday, July 10, at 2:00pm at Hudson Memorial Presbyterian Church.
If you cannot make it in person, the live-stream of the service can be found HERE or on the homepage of 
hmpc.org.
Thanks be to God for the life of Emily, and the musical gifts she shared with our community. Please keep 
her family in your prayers.

MEMORIALS

Celebration of Life Service - Walter Palmer 
Former Hudson Member Walter Palmer entered God's everlasting kingdom on November 23, 2025. There 
will be a Service of Witness to the Resurrection and Celebration of Life Service at Hudson Memorial on 
Saturday, July 11, at 11:00. If you cannot make it in person, you can view the livestream HERE.
Walter was a faithful member of Hudson from 1978-2003, where he served as an Elder and was active on 
many committees.
Thanks be to God for the life of Walter. Please keep Carol, Chelsea, Sean and wife Michaela in your 
prayers.

July & August Special Offering: 
Hunger Action Fund

This July and August we invite you to 
support our special offering collection 
for the Hunger Action Fund. As a Hunger 
Action congregation, it is our primary 
mission to help provide food and vital 
resources to individuals and families facing 

food insecurity in our community and beyond. Join us in 
being the hands and feet of Christ to those in need.

You may place your donation in the offering 
plate, mail it, or donate online (QR code to left). 
To text to give, send your donation amount with 
the word “Hunger” to 888-906-0744 (Example: 
25 Hunger)

MISSION FELLOWSHIP

Amazing Grays
Thursday, July 16, at 11:30am 

Imperial Garden
7713 Lead Mine Rd

Amazing Grays is a group for seniors who get together for 
fun, food and fellowship. Lunches are typically scheduled 

the third Thursday 
each month at some 
of the group’s favorite 
restaurants. New people are 
always welcome! Contact 
Mike Law if you are 
interested in attending July 
16's gathering at Imperial 
Garden on Leadmine Rd.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gUj8ITf2sJo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W7EqrhZIZVg
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z3RE/campaign/C-1238F
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MISSION

From Stranger to Neighbor 
Register for the next installment of Wake 
Interfaith Immigration Network's summer 
education series, From Stranger to Neighbor: 
Sunday, July 12 from 6:00-8:00 pm at 
Millbrook United Methodist Church.
In this session, Dive Deeper, they will look 
deeper into our sacred texts to examine 
how the call to love our neighbor has been 
interpreted over the centuries. If you missed 
the first meeting, that's okay; we invite you to 
jump into the exploration with us. 

Registration is requested - register now.

Each meeting of From Stranger to Neighbor 
stands alone, so attend one or more, and tell 
your friends!
 
Our Full Summer Education Series:
·    "Dive Deeper" - July 12
·    "In the Past" - August 9
·    "In the Present" - Week of August 23-26
      (exact date TBD)

SUMMER FELLOWSHIP

Another Fun Summer Supper!

Come 
to our FINAL 

Summer Supper 
on August 12

Wednesday's Summer Supper was a hit! Thanks to our awesome Fellowship Committee for 
their hard work in making these special summer events happen! 

https://wakeinterfaithimmigration.org/strangertoneighbor/
https://wakeinterfaithimmigration.org/strangertoneighbor/
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CALENDAR MISSION
Sunday, July 12
High School Montreat Youth Conference
9:30 am - Adult Summer Series - WH North
9:30 am - Summer Sing - Sanctuary 
10:30 am - Worship - Sanctuary
10:45 am - Children's Sunday School - GH, Playgarden
11:30 am - Fellowship - WH North
3:30 pm - Tech Team Ice Cream Party - WH North
6:00 pm - Wake Interfaith Immigration Network Summer 
Education Series - Millbrook UMC

Monday, July 13
High School Montreat Youth Conference
6:00 pm - Property Committee - WH South
7:00 pm - Finance Committee - Zoom
8:00 pm - Al-Anon/Alateen - Geneva Hall 

Tuesday, July 14
High School Montreat Youth Conference
6:30 am - Waking Up with the Word - WH Patio
6:45 pm - Preschool Board - WH South
7:00 pm - Adult Ed Committee - Zoom
7:00 pm - Miriam Circle - Off Site

Wednesday, July 15
High School Montreat Youth Conference

Thursday, July 16
High School Montreat Youth Conference
11:30 am - Amazing Grays - Imperial Garden
6:00 pm - Pastor Nominating Committee - Room 200
6:30 pm - Mission Committee - WH South 

Donations Still Needed! 
We are still seeking a few food donations to feed our 26 
youth and leaders headed to Montreat next week! If you 
are interested in contributing, please sign up!

We are looking for items like fruit, pasta, chips and 
cookies. See details on the sign-up sheet.

All non-perishable items can be dropped off at church in 
the kitchen (look for a bin) or brought before worship 
THIS Sunday morning, July 12.  We will have coolers 
to pack the food that morning.  

Sign up to help HERE.

Our Tend My Sheep offering for July and August is for the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Wake and Johnston Counties for their 
Back to School Drive. The Clubs now have 10 locations 
serving over 1,000 boys and girls across our growing 
counties. We will be collecting items noted in the list below. 
Click HERE to see the full list of needed supplies and more 
info about the Back to School event.

Please place your donations in the bins on either side of the 
Sanctuary or the bin in the Narthex. THANK YOU!  

- Your Mission Committee

Writing Utensils  
Pencils and Ink pens 
Colored pencils 
Crayons 
Washable markers 
Highlighters 
Dry erase markers 

Paper & Notebooks  
Wide-ruled and college-ruled notebooks 
Composition notebooks 
Loose-leaf notebook paper (wide- or college-ruled) 
Graph paper 
Index cards (ruled or blank) 

Organization Supplies  
Pocket folders 
1" or 2" binders 
Binder dividers 
Pencil pouches or pencil boxes 

Basic Classroom Supplies  
Scissors (kid and teen sizes) 
Glue sticks and Elmer's glue 
Rulers 
Erasers (block or pencil-top) 
Manual pencil sharpeners with covers 
Sticky notes 
Calculators 

Hygiene & Extras: 
Tissues (travel or classroom size) 
Hand sanitizer (travel size preferred) / Disinfecting wipes 
Lunch boxes 
Reusable water bottles 
Headphones or earbuds (affordable options)

July Tend My Sheep
BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F48A8AC2AA75-64406839-youth#/
https://8633b4c5-ea87-439c-ad72-378c82fed11c.filesusr.com/ugd/c7995e_7a36e7507ef84707a48ab6cdda69007a.pdf

