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Out to the life and ministry of Hudson Memorial Presbyterian Church (USA)

 

Window
February 18, 2022

the weekly

WORSHIP & THE ARTS

The Reverend 
Vanessa Hawkins to 

Preach at Hudson 
This Sunday, February 20th, Transitional Executive 
Presbyter & Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of 
New Hope, Vanessa Hawkins, will be preaching.  
Reverend Hawkins became Transitional Presbytery 

Executive last 
Spring when 
Ted Churn 
retired.  She is 
originally from 
Durham and most 
recently serviced 
Giddings-Lovejoy 
Presbytery in 
St. Louis.  We 
look forward to 
welcoming her to 
Hudson.

2021 Annual Reports
Copies Available

If you were unable to attend the Annual Meeting on 
February 13th, hard copies of The 2021Annual Report 
are available on the first floor hallway of the church.  
This 40 page booklet highlights the ministry from 2021 
and is a great way of getting an overview of the church's 
ministries, our strengths and growth areas.

We hope you will pick one up and read it!

ANNUAL REPORT

LENT, HOLY WEEK & EASTER

The theme for Lent 2022  is "Create and Restore a Free 
Spirit". On page 6 and 7 you can find a description of 
what is planned this Lenten season at Hudson, along 

with a calendar 
of events. We 
hope you will 
participate in 
our services 
and activities!
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MISSION

We are pleased to announce that the dates have been 
set for the 2022 Interfaith Build, and volunteers will 
be able to be on site with Covid protocols in place. For 
those who may not be familiar, Habitat for Humanity 
was founded on a commitment to racial equity, 
reconciliation, and justice.  It is a Christian-based 
organization that seeks to put God’s love into action, 
working with and serving people of all different faiths 
and walks of life to fulfill its vision of a world in which 
all God’s children have a safe place to live.

 Habitat Wake is one of the largest affiliates in the 
country and its mission is to address the tremendous 
need for affordable housing in our community.  To help 
meet this need, Habitat Wake provides homeownership 
opportunities for families making less than 80% AMI 
and preserves existing affordable homes. Habitat also 
advocates for policy change that will increase access to 
housing for everyone. 

Hudson Memorial has a long history with Habitat of 
Wake County since 1998, when we were the first church 
to individually sponsor a home. In all these years, we 
have participated in countless builds, and a decade ago 
participated in an Abraham Build with members of the 
Jewish, Islamic and Christian communities. Out of that 
shared experience was born the Interfaith Coalition 
which includes more faith communities and groups who 
share the core belief that loving our neighbor requires 
commitment to people who are in most need.
HMPC members have found the Interfaith Build a 
wonderful opportunity to establish relationships with our 

coalition members as 
we work alongside 
one another. In 2016, 
we hosted a concert 
and gathering for 
members of the 
Interfaith Coalition 
and many of us 
attend various events 
at the different 
communities. After a 
two year hiatus due 
to Covid, Habitat is 

Tend My Sheep
Collecting Pants Donations - 

Sunday, February 27
This month the Mission 
Committee is collecting pants 
for Note in the Pocket. They 
are in need of jeans and athletic 
pants for boys and girls. All 
sizes are welcomed but their 
current specific needs are sizes 
5, 8 and 16 for girls and sizes 6 
and 8 for boys. Please consider 
donating new or very gently 
used items on February 27th.

able to welcome a full complement of volunteers! This 
year's coalition participants are: Islamic Association 
of Raleigh, Sikh Community, Beth Meyer Synagogue, 
St. Paul’s Christian Church, Raleigh Mennonite 
Church, Highland United Methodist Church, 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Raleigh, Jewish 
Family Services, Temple Beth Or, Hudson Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, Unity of the Triangle, Triangle 
Interfaith Alliance, First Church of Christ Scientist, 
Hindu Society, Kadampa Center and Sai Center. 

Registration for volunteers is open now, and each 
workday will be staffed by three faith communities.  
For more information, contact Cary Dickerson 
cdickerson@hmpc.org or Debbie Kirk dkirk@hmpc.
org

TO REGISTER, please sign up using BOTH links 
(Habitat's link and Hudson's SignUp Genius Link):

HMPC link here:  https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/4090445ada82ca46-habitat

Habitat link here: http://vhub.at/interfaithbuild

Habitat Interfaith Build 2022
Service and Connection with Other Faith Communities

mailto:cdickerson%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:dkirk%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:dkirk%40hmpc.org?subject=
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090445ada82ca46-habitat
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090445ada82ca46-habitat
https://habitatwake.volunteerhub.com/lp/interfaithbuild?format=0&filter={}


MISSION

Our Special offering for February is for the Food Bank 
of Eastern and Central NC.
Hunger has grown into an epidemic, and is more prevalent 
than ever, affecting more than just the families living at or 
below the poverty line.  Join us in helping our neighbors 

in need.
You may place your donation in the offering 
plate, mail it, donate online or text to give. 
Here is how to text to give: Text donation 
amount with the word “food” to 888-906-
0744 (Example: 25 food).

Special Offering
for February

To the Church Triumphant
Mary Florence Fisher 

“Biddie” Kirk 
We extend our condolences to Associate Pastor for 

Spiritual Growth & Nurture, Debbie Kirk.  On Friday, 
February 11th, her mother Mary Florence Fisher “Biddie” 

Kirk entered God’s everlasting kingdom.  The family is 
waiting until April to have a memorial service.  Please 
pray for Debbie and her extended family at this time.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Foundation Birthday Gifts
Thanks to the members and friends who 

have recently donated to the
Foundation Birthday Fund:

Don Slater, Jordan Parker, Jack Llewellyn, 
Holly Burge, Corey Stafford, Morgan Stafford, 

Sarah Bedini, Nnenna Nduka, 
Joan Lester, Sonya Puryear, Shirley Bennett

FOUNDATION

This Week
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20th

MORNING:
Explorers Class (5th-7th grade) will meet 

at our regular time, 9:30am
 in the HS Sunday School Room

Confirmation Class (8th grade+):
 We will meet at 9:30am in

Geneva Hall or outside (weather-permitting).

AFTERNOON:
Youth Music - 4:30pm - Westminster Hall

MS/HS Youth Group - 5:00 - 7:00pm 
(Extended time this week! Dinner will be served!)

We need ALL YOUTH PARTICIPATING IN YOUTH 
SUNDAY TO PLAN ON BEING THERE! We will be 

working on art, music, and final touches on parts of 
Youth Sunday. If you plan on playing your instrument 

(guitar, ukulele, piano) please do bring it.

YOUTH SUNDAY
Youth Sunday Rehearsal on Saturday, Feb. 26 

10:00am-2:00pm
Lunch included

Youth Sunday is February 27th
All youth, please be in the Sanctuary at 9:00am

YOUTH MINISTRY Spring Spruce-up!
You may have noticed how nice the flower beds and 
garden areas are looking around Hudson.  The Property 
Committee 
received a 
generous donation 
(from donors who 
wish to remain 
nameless) for 
the procurement 
and placement of 
new mulch, and 
it looks great! 
Thank you to our 
anonymous donors 
for jump starting 
our Spring spruce 
up!! 

PROPERTY

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRnQ574HZh5kFEHVJ6e5We_Us4NSQukCYDzKLUtTTUlsf2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouTsRltlX7QEmZN4jxtbsYBc=&ver=3


4   |   Weekly Window  

FAITH FORMATION

WH South
Exploring a Hunch Through the Lens of Faith

Here’s the Deal: Led by Rev Jimmy Hulsey
Through March 13

All are invited to explore a hunch:  that we Christians 
have known God’s special care throughout our lives, and 
we are also troubled by so much that seems wrong in the 
world.  In short, we are curious about what God is up to.
The image I have in mind for this study is a magnifying 
glass. Let’s look through 
the lens of our faith to 
see more clearly how 
God cares for us and how 
God’s heart beats with a 
suffering world.  

The Gathering

WH North
Parables from the Back Side

Led by Gil Graybill, John James, John Oldenburg, 
and Fred Woodward 
Through Mid-spring

“Ponderings” is a conversation all 
are welcome to join any Sunday, 
no preparation needed. We use 
scripture, commentaries, and current 
events to frame our discussions. 
Gil Graybil, John James, John 
Oldenburg, and Fred Woodward 
facilitate the group. We’ll begin 
2022 with the book Parables from 
the Back Side, Bible Stories with 
a Twist, in which J. Ellsworth 
Kalas offers fresh insight into 12 of Jesus’ parables by 
considering them from the perspective of a minor or 
unsympathetic character. We hope you will explore 
them with us.

Sunday Mornings |  9:30 -10:20am
  All men are invited to join this 
group on the WH Patio for scripture 
reflection, discussion, fellowship and 
coffee. The group uses an ancient 
Bible study process called Lectio 
Divina. We look at the passage that 
will be preached on the upcoming Sunday. 
The study revolves around 3 questions:
• What is a word or phrase that stands out to you?
• Allow that word or phrase to develop into a memory  
from your life, a though on the passage or metaphor 
• What is Christ calling you to through the passage?
  No previous Bible study experience is needed. It is 
a great group of guys who are welcoming and wise in 
their comments. For our in-person meetings, coffee and 
Bibles are provided. If you have questions or would like 
to be added to the email distribution list, please contact 
Pastor Mac.

Waking Up with The Word
Tuesday, February 22nd at 6:30am 

As our congregation participates with 
members of the Interfaith Coalition on 
the Habitat Build this spring, it is a good 
time to learn more about different faith 
traditions. The Adult Committee is offering 
a Sunday evening 4-5 week study and 
conversation using the book  Holy Envy: 
Finding God in the Faith of Others by 

Barbara Brown Taylor and facilitated by Debbie Kirk.  
Dates and format (Zoom or in person) will be determined 
based on participants. If you are interested in attending 
or would like more information contact Debbie Kirk at 
dkirk@hmpc.org.

Upcoming Book Study

Presbyterian Pint 
Thursday, February 24th at 7:00 pm

We will meet Thursday, February 
24th at 7:00pm. at Mordecai Beverage 
Co.  The group is finishing up the last 
chapter of Being Reformed: Faith 
Seeking Understanding - Theology For 
Presbyterians. For those participating, 
please come having read Session 6:  
The Future for Presbyterians.

mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:dkirk%40hmpc.org?subject=
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Inquirer’s Class
Interested in Joining Hudson?

The Inquirers Class, for those interested in membership, 
will be held early afternoon on Sunday, March 13th. 
The class covers what it means to be a Christian, a 
Presbyterian, and a member of Hudson Memorial. New 
Member Information Forms are available here. Contact 
Debbie Kirk with any questions.

INQUIRER'S CLASS

Preschool Board Retreat
On Saturday, February 12th, the Hudson Memorial 
Preschool Board had a half-day retreat where they did 
long range planning and goal setting. The Board shared 
devotional time, discussed strength and growth areas, set 
goal priorities and began fleshing out strategy and action 
plans.

PRESCHOOL BOARD

PERSONNEL

Director of
Children's Ministry

Last Monday, February 7th, the 
Session voted, upon Personnel 
Committee’s recommendation, 
to drop “Interim" from Cary 
Dickerson’s title.  Cary is 
now our official part-time 
Director of Children & Family 
Ministries.  Cary has a vision 
for great Children’s Ministry 
at Hudson and she feels called 

to the position at this time.  She has done a great job 
in her initial months in the position (after years of 
volunteering and teaching here) and is excited for what 
the future holds as we continue to build up and prioritize 
children's ministry at HMPC. Cary just returned from an 
Association of Presbyterian Christian Educators (APCE) 
Conference in Chicago filled with fresh ideas and new 
connections in the field of Christian Education.
We are fortunate to have her faithfulness, skills, 
intelligence and energy at Hudson!

FAITH FORMATION

Coffee & Conversation
A Time for Parents

During Children's Music
Hey Parents! While your children are enjoying music 
from 11:30-12:15pm, we invite 
you to join us in Westminster 
Hall North for Coffee and 
Conversation! We hope this can 
be a weekly time of community 
which will allow you to deepen 
relationships with other families 
in the church. 

CHILDREN'S MUSIC NEWS

Brown Bag Lunch with 
Pastor Mac

Beginning Monday, March 7th, the Brown Bag Lunch 
group will start discussing Heaven and Hell:  A History 
of the Afterlife by Bart D. Ehrman. Please let Pastor Mac 

know if you will be joining the study 
and if you will be purchasing the 
book on your own or would like him 
to order it.  We will be discussing 
the first three chapters on March 
7th.  Brown Bag Lunch meets once 
a month on the first Monday of 
the month.  It lasts an hour.  For 
questions, please contact Pastor Mac 
at mschafer@hmpc.org

https://www.hmpc.org/join-hmpc
https://www.hmpc.org/join-hmpc
mailto:dkirk%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:mschafer@hmpc.org
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LENT, HOLY WEEK & EASTER

Lent 2022: Create and Restore a Free Spirit!  
 “Lent” comes from an old English word for springtime, perhaps connected with the lengthening of days in this time 
of the year in the Northern Hemisphere. The season of Lent is a time for growth in faith—through prayer, spiritual 
discipline, and self-examination in preparation for the commemoration of the dying and rising of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. - Book of Common Worship (2018)

"Good News"
Lenten Sermon Series 

 Throughout Lent, Pastor Mac will be preaching a 
sermon series called “Good News.”  We are in a time 
and place where we are so hungry for some relief and 
restoration.  Our scriptures have lots of Good News that 
can help to build us up and strengthen us.  It is our hope 
that these Biblical stories will restore and free the spirit 
within us as we move into Spring together.

Ash Wednesday
Our Book of Common Worship says, "Ash Wednesday 
begins the season of Lent with a public act of confession. 
Acknowledging that we have all sinned and fallen 
short of God’s glory, we repent and return to our loving 
creator. Acutely aware of our failure and frailty, we 
express our utter reliance on God’s saving grace..."
Ashes are an ancient symbol of repentance, sorrow, 
and sacrifice. Traditionally, the ashes for this service 
are made from the palm branches of the previous year; 
thus the ashes and palms together, frame the season of 
Lent.  This year you can receive ashes on your head or 
your hand at various times and locations on the HMPC 
campus (see next page for schedule). During the listed 
times, you can come to get the imposition of ashes and 
pastors will pray with you upon request.
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Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God
CONFESSION

423

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Para. John Carter, 1997
MUSIC: John Carter, 1997
Text and Music © 1997 Hope Publishing Company

SARADAY
Irregular

The text here comes from Psalm 51:10–12, three verses that illustrate the pattern of parallels often found in
Hebrew poetry. The Þrst verse here centers on positive actions, the second on avoidance of negative actions,
and the third on providing an improved spiritual condition.

(Psalm 51)

4/10/13

423-create in me-413.mus, Page 1

Lenten Hymn
Our hymn for Lent will be hymn #423 "Create In Me A 
Clean Heart, O God" which is based on Psalm 51:10-12.
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2022 Schedule
Ash Wednesday - March 2

7:00-8:45am - HMPC Sanctuary 

8:45-9:15am – Preschool entrances 

12:00-1:00pm - HMPC Sanctuary 

5:00-6:00pm - HMPC Sanctuary 

7:00-8:00pm - HMPC Labyrinth
on the north end of the campus

with fire and warm drinks  

Wednesday Prayer Services
March 9 - April 3
6:30pm in the Parlor

Simple services of evening prayer.
Children may begin the service with their families

and leave with Ms. Cary mid-way through the service.

Maundy Thursday - April 14
Tenebrae & Communion Service

7:00pm - Hudson Sanctuary
Nursery available 6:30-8:30pm

Good Friday - April 15
Noon - Hudson Sanctuary

Easter - April 17
Ecumenical Sunrise Service

7:00 am -  Diab Amphitheater
at St. Timothy’s School

The Six Forks Churches that came together for the 
Community Thanksgiving Service are coming together 

again for a joint, informal, outdoor Easter service.

9:00am & 10:30am - Hudson Sanctuary
Nursery available for both services.

LENT, HOLY WEEK & EASTER

Adult Faith Formation
Sunday mornings at 9:30am

in WH South
Six-Week Series

Those With Jesus in His Last Days

Devotionals
We have a wonderful selection of devotionals for all 
ages this Lent season.

Adults will be using Return to Me by Vibrant Church 
Communications. Use the prompts 
in this devotional as a guide in 
a daily practice of seeking God. 
Let this practice of seeking and 
connection empower you to love 
and serve your neighbor.

Children will be using The Cross & Me.

Youth will be focusing on a collection 
of different texts provided by youth 
leaders.

Liturgical Arts
You will see window panes in the Narthex (back of the 
sanctuary) and in the Chancel area of the Sanctuary. 
During Lent and Holy Week, you are welcomed to grab 
a marker (specifically for writing on glass) and write 
directly on the glass either a prayer of repentance or 
something you wish to release from your heart or your 
patterns. Please do not sign your name -- These are 
to be anonymous  This is a participatory element of 
worship (before or after) so please do feel free to use this 
opportunity of communal confession and repentance. 
These windows will also be available during the week.



STAFF DIRECTORY
Mac Schafer

Pastor & Head of Staff
mschafer@hmpc.org

Debbie Kirk
 Associate Pastor, Spiritual Growth & Nurture 

dkirk@hmpc.org
Aleta Ash, Minister of Visitation 

aash@hmpc.org
Barbara Loehr-Fox

Director of Music Ministries 
bloehr-fox@hmpc.org

Rich Richards, Interim Director of Youth Ministries
& Children's Music
rrichards@hmpc.org

Sue Newton, Interim Pianist
snewton5@nc.rr.com

Cary Dickerson, Director of Children 
& Family Ministries 

cdickerson@hmpc.org
Pat Cash, Business Administrator 

 pcash@hmpc.org  
Cheri Thomas, Bookkeeper 

cthomas@hmpc.org
Lesley Ash-Jacobsen, Communications Specialist 

lash-jacobsen@hmpc.org 
Dorothy Roche, Preschool Director 

 droche@hmpc.org
Joyce Hawkins, Assistant Preschool Director

jhawkins@hmpc.org
Hope Parangi, Church Hostess 

 hparangi@yahoo.com

9:30 am - Confirmation Class - Geneva Hall
9:30 am - Explorers Class - HS Sunday School Room
9:30 am - Adult Faith Formation 
10:30 am - Worship 
10:45 am - Children’s SS - Playgarden
11:30 am - Wee Worshipers & Joyful Noise - GH
11:30 am - Coffee & Conversation with Parents - WH
4:30 pm - Youth Music - WH
5:00 pm - Youth Group

**Office Closed for Presidents Day**
12:00 pm - Seeing the Word
7:00 pm - Diaconate - WH South
7:00 pm - Finance Team - Zoom
8:00 pm - Al-Anon/AlaTeen/AlaKid

6:30 am - Waking Up With the Word - Patio
9:30 am - Staff Meeting
7:30 pm - Boy Scouts - GH Rm 234

9:15 am - Women at the Well 
6:15 pm - Handbells
7:30 pm - Chancel Choir

6:00 pm - Women at the Well
7:00 pm - Presbyterian Pint

10:00 am - Youth Sunday Rehearsal - Sanctuary
5:00 pm - ACA Support Group - Room 200

Sunday, February 20

Monday, February 21

Tuesday, February 22

CALENDAR

Wednesday , February 23

T his Week...

Saturday, February 26

Thursday, February 24

A Note from Fellowship 
Committee

Due to cold temperatures, Fellowship after 
worship will resume in March, 

weather permitting. 
We look forward to seeing everyone then!

FELLOWSHIP

mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:dkirk%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:aash%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:bloehr-fox%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:rrichards%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:snewton5%40nc.rr.com?subject=
mailto:cdickerson%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:pcash%40hmpc.org%20?subject=
mailto:cthomas%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:lash-jacobsen%40hmpc.org%20%20?subject=
mailto:droche%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:jhawkins%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:hparangi%40yahoo.com?subject=

